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1 > ag not Aba 5 1 it Laid, that 


the obſervations in this performance are 


novel and original. I ſeek for truth; in 
; whatever argument it ſeems to preſent itſelf 
to my view, that argument will I gladly 
adopt: and I conſole myſelf for the poverty 


. of my imagination, when J conſider, that I 
may be doing an acceptable piece of ſervice 


to the cauſe which I conſcientiouſly ſupport, 


by collecting into one focus, the rays of 


light which flow from ſo many different 


quarters. . 
The various intere * and prejudices or 


| perſons who have made this Bil an objeR af 
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| their diſcuſſion, have led them from reflec- 
tions on the meaſure, to reflection on thoſe” 
who have propoſed it. — Not only political 
but private. charafters have been involved i in 
the diſpute ; and ſuch a maſs of extratieous 
matter has. been heaped on the ' ſubject, that, 
ve cannot much wonder at its ſoon becoming 
impervious to the view of thofe who at firſt 
have profeſſed to diſculs it. Fi 
Leaving ſuch perfons to purſue what * 
| own motives may dire them to aim at, let 
us take a review of the ſeveral objects of the 
Zill in queſtion: and confidering it as abſtract- 
ed from a connection with any certain de- 
ſcription « of men, let us ſee how far thoſe ob- 
jets 5 are fitting and proper to be accompliſh- _ 
ed; and bow far the Bill itſelf i is calculated to 
| produce their accompliſtiment, | 
"SIC: ſeems to be univerfally acknowledged, 8 
that ſuch abuſes. have exiſted in the admini- 
| ſtration of the Eaſt India Company's affairs, as 
call loudly for the interference of the Legiſla- 
ture; but however univerſally this i is acknow- 
Bee” yet fo ſelf-contradiQory are the per- 
ſons who oppoſe the Bill, that they object to 
. becauſe it is not founded on facts Rated by | 
the Houſe of Commons, | 


A 


„ 


What are the Reports of, FE Secret and 


| Select Committees, but A, collection of facts 
authenticated from the Company 8 Records, 


and brought in purſuant to the directions of 


that Houſe, for the purpoſe of enabling the 
Members to form a judgment, on matters. 


which the Houſe at large could not ſo o con- 
veniently inveſtigate? 


Much is not hazarded in afſerting, 1 that the 


facts there ſtated are ſuch, that every man 


ho reads the Reports, will agree with me 
in the abſolute neceſſity of a reformatian, if 


India is to be ſaved to this ae 5 
' I know many well-meaning men 5 5 ap- 


| prove of the regulations contained i in the Bill; 
but nevertheleſs; oppoſe it on the popular : 
ground of the infringement of Chartered 
Rights. If any other mode could be found 

to ſave the Company, the man who did not 

adopt that mode, would be indeed a bad 

member of ſociety. But in a deſperate caſe no 

- remedy is to be rejected; and furely, a fiek 


man wauld rather owe his life to a. medicine 
_ put of the regular courſe of phy fical Prac- 


_- tice, than die fecundem artem, with the melan- | 
5 00 comfort of ni that his bens : 


has a en 
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80 far from being furpriſed at the clamour 7 


which the magic words, Invaſion of Chai- 


tered Rights,” have raiſed againſt the Bill ; 1 
view with pride and pleaſure,” the effuſions of 
a zeal which was to be expected from the in- 
dependant ſpirit of my countrymen. Un- 
popular as the India Company have been, 


the moment the alarm was given, that they 


were to become the victims of unconſtitutional 


5 power, that moment their faults were forgotten 


In their ſuppoſed 'misfortunes, and they met 
with advocates Rr Mm” had to _—_ 
enemies. 8 1 15 

Their cauſe wWas b every where by 
reſpeftable, though uninformed men, who in 
the true ſpirit of our conſtitution, preſumed - 


their innocence, becauſe they had not ocular 
proof of their delinquency. But perſons of 


another deſcription, who were intereſted in 
oppoling the ſalutary reform of Parliament, 


5 reflected, that when the firſt popular alarm 
| ſhould have ſubſided, and when cloſe inveſti- 


gation ſhould have ſucceeded © aber and! 


invective, the ſame ſpirit of impartiality 


F which had acquired new friends to the Com- 


pany, would detach thoſe friends from the | 


party they had eſpouſed. They choſe an 
obvious method of effedting their purpoſe, by 
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involving. in ques: a cauſe: which would 
not bear the light. The Comr pany? s delin- 


queney was induſtriouſſy buried in oblivion, 


"whilſt the invaſion of their Chartered Rights 
was thundered in every ear. The Company's 
cauſe was repreſented as the cauſe of the con- 

ſtilution: : the Miniſter was ſaid to aim a wound 
at its deareſt privileges through the Company ; - 
many. of Mr. Haſtings' s friends were induced 


to join with them, notwithſtanding the Right 
Honourable Secretary's explicit diſavowal of 


perſonal alluſions; and they even found means 


to bring in the Bank of England as a party 
in the quarrel. Paradoxes were eaſily ſolved; 
and a parallel was run between Sovereigns 
end Bankers. Nor did they ſtop here; in- 
flammatory libels were circulated, ſuch as 
moderate and reſpectable men of their own 


party bluſhed to view. Like naval com- 
anders, who in diſtreſs for ſeamen, receive 
convicts on board, theſe men enliſted the 
very outcaſts of literature into their pay. : 
Though the ground taken by the opponents 
to this Bill, is principally on the idea of the 


of - meaſures propoſed in it being unconſtitu- 


; "pn * think the 1 of it wn more 
e c | ned 


C69) 


eaſily be reſolved into its expediency, than Wy 
may at the firſt glance appenrr. ; 
I have heard much of the proteſt of thols 
ther, who in the year 1773, oppoſed what 
they deemed to be a violation of the Com- 
pany's chartered rights. But on what grounds 3 
did they oppoſe that violation? Becaule they 


had not evidence before them (though that evi 


dence might exiſt elſewhere) ſufficient to prove 
ſuch delinquency in the Company, as might 
juſtify the reſumption of the W ene to 
them under their charter. e | 
Their proteſt more than implies, 8 will 


hardly be denied to me, that caſes might poſ- | 


fibly occur, wherein that reſumption not on- 
ly would be juſtifiable, but wiſe and proper. 
We muſt never Joſe fight of the connection 
ſubſiſting between the Nation and the Com- 
pany, and that when the miſmanagement of 
2 corporate body endangers the intereſts of 
the ſtate, and even the exiſtence of the power 
andi authority of Great Britain in a part of her 
dominions, ſuch a violation of the good faith, 
- mutually pledged between them, fully exone- 
rates the parent ſtate, in revoking ſo much of 
its indulgences to the dilobecient 1 as may 


| be tought TN” 
: Would 


6 7 . 


| Would an one, who 8 > lunatic bböm- 
mitting outrages, from which he had every 


thing to fear for his own perſonal ſafety— 
Would he immediately diſarm the madman 
by force? Or, would he run the riſque of 
Bis own life, whilſt he is conſidering the lega- 


| ty of uſing violence t to nen A 


a Britiſh ſubject ? | 
= Surely no one will be ſo a as to 
al aſſert, that men are juſtifiedin pleading a char- 


ter for the commiſſion of actions which the 
legiflature deem baneful to the ſtate. This 


would be indeed erecting an imperium in im- 


Ferio, ſubverſve of every principle of. good 
government, as well as common ſenſe: and 
an acquiefcence on the part of Government 
5 upon ſuch an occaſion, would be as weak as 
wicked: It would be nothing leſs than mak- 
Ing themſelves acceſſary to their own ruin and 


to the ruin of the country. 
The liberty of bommibling/c bt 8 


and Charters, like the Pope's indulgences, 


would be purchaſed for the remiſſion of fins 


paſt, preſent, and future. 


If Chartered Rights are to deſolate the fineſt 


ountries of the globe ; WEEN ſanQion, 
| - anative 


with impunity would thus be put up to ſale; 
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diſe where Heaven had placed him, to be 4 


wretched wanderer throughout Hindoſtan; if 


thoſe miſerable pageants of authority, who. are 


called the Sovereigns of India, are by virtue 
of Chartered Rights, forced, with the dagger at 
their breaſts, to plunder and violate the ſacred: 
rights of their own parents, and to perpetrate 
_ outrages ſhocking to the laws and religion of 
their country; if natives of high rank, at the. 


moment when they become the detectors of 


peculation, are ſeized by the hand of power, 
and are made to ſuffer an ignominious death 
for actions declared to be capital crimes, only 


a native Prince is to be driven from the Para- 


— 


by laws framed in a foreign country, and 


more, be perpetrated under the ſhelter of Char- 


tered Rights; and if thus, they become the 


promulgated in India many years after thoſe | 
actions were committed ; if all this, and much = 


ſtalking horſe of deſpotiſm and inhumanity i in ; 


their moſt horrible forms ; if they are oppoſed 
to the rights of nations and to the rights of 


mankind—away with ſuch Chartered Rights ! ] 


Let us not glory in our ſhame, nor dare to 
boaſt the excluſive privilege , of deftruQtion, 
Such perſons as ſuppoſe this: to he n mere decla- _ 
mation, may . to the nog the Com- 
mittee 95 


FP 


a 


\ 


to 


mitte of the Houſe of Commons, grounded 
on the records of the Company. Thoſe re- 
ports exhibit the Eaſtern World in a map of 
miſery, where the boundaries of ruin are 
marked by European footſteps. 


IF i might for 4 moment, in imitation of | 


the opponents of this bill, digreſs i into à reflec- 
tion on the conduct of individuals, let me 


alk, what were the opinions of Chartered 


Rights entertained by the preſent great and 
able leader of oppoſition, when he would have 


dep rived the rotten- boroughs of their Char- 


$0 Rights i in order to 7 eform, and of courſe 


to alter the conſtitution of this coutitry, fanc- 
tified by Magna Charta,—But 1 do not wiſh 


to recriminate: I do not attempt to look into 
the hearts of 1 men, and delineate-their motives. 


1 fee a bill of reform for India brought into 


Parliament. Without advetting either to the 


perſons who bring it forward, or to thoſe 


*who endeavour to cruſh it, I repeat, that 1 
mean to examine the bill on its own merits or 


 demerits, and upon thoſe grounds to form my 


opinion. Whenever I may happen to de- 


viate from this plan, I acknowledge that devi- 
e be one of | the faults (many perbape 
ey 
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Fa be) with 1 this inde tract may be | 
juſlly e charged. 5 | 
It is abllaed to, day, chat che Company” s 
right to the diſpofal of their own, property is 
unlimited. It can only be allowed to them, 
ſo far as it does not alfet the welfare of the 
fate. No man has a right to ſet fire to his 
own. houſe; becauſe, though 1 it be abfolutely 
and entirely his own, the property of others 

; ma be endangered by fuch a proceeding. . 
| _ Thoſe perſons, who have attended General . 
Counts at dhe Indis Houte, muſt Fe; con- 


4 14. 
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. | muſt have heard of the Houle 2 mtereſt, and 
* the Shipping intereſt : they will be a apt f to ex- 
1 claim with Shylock, 5 "there. be Land rats and 
water rats.” They muſt allo have heard of 

the Endian i intereſt, and of a denomiriation 

of men, who call themſelves the independant ; 


Proprietors. q 155 "like the C m. amelcon,. this 


1979 51 1911 + Y 


. body ot men va their appearance lo 92 ö 
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| chat x hilſt y aps conf dering their deſc ek p- 
ion, they change co our under your eye.— 


The 3 K is a Proteus 


tied | 


4 bx } 
: never to be fixed: an. gnis 5 fatuus, v which * 
1 bewildered many a "well meaning man; and 
led many a wou d be Director i into a bog. _ 

| Like the revolution of atoms, which compoſe 


the human frame, this body changes its com- 


bad. parts at certain periods; o bat in 5 


#4 7 47S 


1 will bo found to ave 1 4. al 


its members. They will be found, perhaps, 


partly ingrafted into the Houſe, the Shipping, 


or the Miniſterial intereſt : : and freſh detach- 


ments from thoſe ſeveral corps, quſt as pique 


and diſappointment dictate, will be ready to 


; ſupply t the place of the leaders under the bane 


mes 
ners of independance. is 
It i 18 however to be adder. in favour of 


the Proprietary, that every individual member 
thus making the circuit of intereſts, like a 


planet moving round his orbit, has the fatis- 


faction of reflecting, that at ſome period of ; 


| his life he has been an independent Proprietor. 


3 however ſome criterion, be wanting to 
- judge of independant Proprietors for the lime 


being, it will be generally found, that they are 


inimical to the prevailing party; and that at | 
the, lndia Houle, as well as in ſome @ ber 
N places, 


— 1 


7 CIP Large 10 T = 
a 9-44 8 


T5) 
4 14 
2 oy 
1 
1 
= 
is 
„ 
=D 
j Y 
. * 
1 4 fa 
1 
1 
oY 
2M 
$5 
A 
1 
8 
PIE. | 
1; 

& 4 
157: 
DT 
TE 
Fj 
it 5 
= 
1 

8 
13459 
422-54 
ls + 
15 BY 
: 4 
: at 
Mt $ 
1 1 
* 
i : 
890 
$i 
3) 
*: 
1 
1 
23-4 
Th: 
1 
. os 
AB 
N 
K- 
7 ” 
„ 
. 
7 
{ 
j 
4 BY 
| 
1 
p * 
F 5 
43% 
IS 
2 * 
8 
1 
2. 
0 
o 
7 
4 
1 
wir, 
J 78 
5 
4 
q 
J 
ö 2 
4 53 
4/3 = 
"EX 
* 
% 75 
2.5 
a} 
4 * 
— a7 4 
LEE 
> 
- 4 C5 
"FI; 
a0 
7 
H 
. 
ST . - 
I = 
WM . 
* 
LEY 11 
* 
1 
1 
vt 
\ l 
1 
5 
N 
N 
= £ 
* 
* 
= 
* 
4 
13 
* 
"F? « 
08; 
624 
b 84 
. 
2 
* 
1 
1 
1 
13 
3 
1 14 
<P 
"SY > 
+344 
. 3 
„ 
1 
. F4.- 
"F540 
24 74 
5 XS. 
+3 11 
aT 
3 
1 
7 
* 7 
> 
„ 
XZ. 
=: 
dd. 1 
= 
1 
»& hw © 
—_ 
— 
7 
n 
To 
os. 
ey"... 
3 
= 46 
* 
2 » 2 
$2 
, * * 
7 30 
555 .v 
5 
1318 
8 
. , 
24 
7 I * 
Ry 
= Xs 
2 
1 
wa * 
88 
*. 1 
| 1 | 
7 
ö 1 
* 
Fa 
r 
Ey © 
Fi 
£3: 
os 
EY 8 
84 
1 — 
4 £ 
22 
2 
-Y 
> 
1 
a 
2 
0 
' —__ 
= 
„ 
3 
- WE 
WY 
- 
7 


I» 
- 
* 

= 


— —— . CR ABR AC 
Ov CARES: e 
bas tos 


— —_— — © Fg + 7 7 dd 
CT ODIN oe — E II EINER IEEE Tito 
ED Deere — . — 
* ol of — K 


£ 4 iT 


"RM 5 5 ef: 


5 places, oppoſition ad independence a are con- "© 
a ſidered as ſynonimous terms. 


The Indian intereſt muſt not be 1 


it is a torrent which receives freſh ſupplies. 

| every moment in its courſe; and which at a 
very late period, has encreaſed ſo much in 
ſtrength, as nearly to whelm the Company in 

irrecoverable ruin. The connections ſubſiſting 
between ſervants abroad, and Proprietors at 
home, may produce conſequences the more 
to be dreaded, as thoſe conſequences ariſe 
from principles which can hardly be cenſured. 
They ariſe from gratitude: a principle, with 


which, when the beſt men are actuated, they 


may with the beſt intentions, unwittingly be- 
come the tools of N and r . 
'viduals, - - 


Where a reciprocity of nee exiſts 5 5 


| tween the ſervant and the maſter; and where 
opportunities continually occur to each, in 


which the warmeſt feelings of friendſhip may 


be indulged, ſurely it is neither illiberal nor 
unfair to ſuſpect, that a mutual return of 
good offices may be attended to, rather 
than the intereſts of a community to which 
no gratitude is due, and to which the 


ties of intereſt bind but in a very ſmall 
proportiog, | 


tn ) 
| proportion, METH oppoſed d the e 
tages to be derived from the * * * 
| powerful individual. . | 

It isan obſervation. a as true as it mig be 

Pn to be trite, that every virtue 
has its kindred failing. To mark exactly the 
boundaries, where the tints of warm friend- 
ſhip and blind partiality are blended with 
each other, requires a power of diſcrimi- 
nation, which perhaps it is almoſt in vain to 
expect from human nature. Whilſt the heart 
throbs with gratitude, how can it acknow- 
| ledge a fault in its benefaQtor!—Nor i 1n- 
deed is ſuch a ſtate of apathy to be envied. 
He who poſſeſſes it, can only expect to find. 
the ſame kind of negati ve happineſs, that old 
age may be ſuppoſed to experience, in re- 
flecting that debility exempts it from the dan- 
neee youth. 

Though laſt not leaſt, we have met l 
another body of Proprietors denominated the 
Miniſterial party. Of late indeed, this party 

8 to have melted away. And here an 
obvious queſtion preſents itſelf to the conſide- 
ration of ſuch perſons as complain ſo loudly 
of the preſent Adminiſtration, far graſping at 
power. Why ay not Adminiſtration avail 
3 itſelf 


Si 7 5 Ti | 
elf of this. ready mode of exercibng corrupt 
influence? If the Company was to, be de- 
ſtroyed, why not by the ſure, though flower 
means of poiſon, - rather than by an open 

attack? The fatal draught might have been 
prepared by an inviſible hand; and inſtead 
of being traduced as a murderer, Adminiſ- 
tration might have eafily | contrived to make 
the Company commit a ſuicide. CERN 
But we have a bold and able Miniſter, ha 
1 to employ unworthy means, even to- 
wards a great end. Nor ſhould he be ſo 
unjuſt to himſelf, as to tarniſh by the cowardly 
arts of ſecret influence, a plan of reform, which 
will deck the monument of his fame with its 
- brighteſt trophies. _ 
When the . tad. the real 
: Sion views his property floating amidſt 
the confuſion of intereſts which I have de- 
ſcribed; when he conſiders that his rights are 
alike endangered by the baneful influence of 
_ Minifterial corruption on the ene hand, and 
by a blind and factious oppoſition. to Govern- 
ment on the other, juſt as parties prevail; 
when he ſees meaſures purſued by an inte- 
reſted Majority, which, though he deteſts, 
* is — eee and finds himſelf 
. 1 involved 


0 
| lavolved'i in the common obloquy crown upon 
the Proprietors by the public at large ; ſurely 
he will rejoice in a change « of ſyſtem, that may 
2 free him from unmerited reproach, and take 
from theſe men the power of ſelf-deftruQtion ! 
He ſees himſelf involuntarily made a party in 
the quarrel between Government and the 
Company. His Counſel is pleading at the bar 
of the Houſe, in behalf of rights which he 
wiſhes to Yield; and like the ſoldier, who, 


when taken priſoner by the enemy, is dragged | 
to combat againſt his friends, "he Toſs - 


let he ſhould conquer. 
The Company i is to all intents and pluck 
A bankrupt ; and this may be affumed, with- 


out going into the minutiz of their accounts 


to ſupport the aſſertion. Whether they may be 

f eventually ſolvent or inſolvent, the fact is (till 
JF the fame. They are unableto make their pay- 
5 ments; they apply to Parliament for relief, 
; which they Nate to be abſolutely neceſſary to 
enable them to continue their trade; and 
thus, their own petition is a public: ackiiow- 
 Jedgment « of bankruptcy. © 


How far a Company thus FORE v6 ity 


be conſidered to have loſt the 'privileges of a 


Charter eh 9 is a queſtion I 
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G 
will not pretend to determine. — Neither were. 
I ſure of the queſtion being decided in the 
affirmative, would I reſt my arguments for 
the interference of Government upon it. 

No more will I inſiſt on the Company's de- 
claration of an anticipated dividend in 1787, 
in direct violation of an Act of Parliament, 
which had poſitively reſtricted them from di- 125 
viding any other than their actual profits ; ; 
which meaſure many reſpectable 4 
both Directors and Proprietors, were miſſed 0 
far as to acquieſce. 3 
Were I to advert to the Aa of” 1773 con- | 
tinued and invigorated by the Act of 178 Lit 
would: appear, that this maiden charter, for 
the preſervation of whoſe purity ſuch doughty 
Knights errant. contend, did not then eſcape 
undefiled, from the unhallowed touch of Go- 


vernment. What is the nomination of the ys 


Governor General and Council by the Crown ; | 
the extenſion of the voting qualifications ; the 
Umitation of the dividend, and the ſubmiſſion bo 
of diſpatches to the approval of his Majeſty' 8 
Miniſters, but an abolition of your cranes . 
Faun Ee | 
But I wave any faither r on | theſe 
r ſubjects, however weighty. the arguments A- 
"Hang from men ; and I meet the — 


( . 


a of the preſent bill e on the ped ground: of i its 5 


G Wes. 15 5 


charter In however ſmall a degree they di- 
miniſh the power, either af the Directors or 
: Proprietors, it is ſtill an alteration of the 


rights veſted in thoſe perſons by charter, and 


5 conſequently ; an abſolute infringement. | 


Would they veſt more power in the pro- 


prietors ? ? Tink: them advert to their late con- 
troul exerciſed by the General Court over the 


perſons whom they had ſelected to direct their 
affairs; when they obliged: them to reſcind their 
: reſolution for the diſmiſſion of Mr. Haſtings ; 3 
and thus ſet up the authority of a Go- 
vernor General againſt t that of. their own Court Z 
of Directors, whoſe orders by Charter and by 


A of Parliament he Was bound to hey. 


„ gb 


would increaſe of power ton, * inatten- 
tion to the exiſtence of abuſes. has. been found 
to eilt. The Governor General's friends 


D very 


And here 1 muſt 2 10 25 as to. all 
LL my antagoniſts ; a ſingle queſlion.— What kind : 
= of a reform {for they all acknowledge reform 

to be neceſſary) what kind of a reform would 

they adopt. which ſhould not infringe their 


"2 ; Should the power of the Court of Direc- 
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ke july tots the Cdlit of Dis ors, 
great blame for paſting over in filence his re 
ated demands on Rajah Cheyt Sing for mo- 
ney from 1758 to 178 1; When at length the 
Alfalſination àt Benares, roofed the Court 
from their Hürdber; and they were obliged to 


51 ns that mesfares VERY for | near r four 


| tin fins and unjuſt, Rut 1 Poder 
Mould be withheld from the ſupine, much 
more ſhould it be denied to thoſe by whom ir 
is exerciſed improperly. Where the Courts 
orders are poſitibe, they arc fo often incon- 
Hltent, that even the cuſtomary paragraph ir 
heir Letters, We thalf give'ybu our ſenti- 
ments fully by the next diſpatch,” is prefer- 


Able do command fo contradiftoty, "that con- 
2 * 
And this filrnilhes inother Argument 35 


| We not augmenking the power of the Court 
of Directors. W Hit they are eleQive by . 
he Getieral Coutt, how i 18 « ft cticy t to be 
Apekled in tlie reſolutions of a fudtuatitig : 
body, every individual metnber o Which, 
i dependaßt for 'his * exifieiite on 
Uhe'Proprietors? wh 88; 


8 


tw) 


| The only xeraining temparizing, expedient 
that I. Bae heard ſug geſted, is to:anmbilate 
n au of.;the. Proprietary. ayer, the Di- 


| for, and.ia place. dint canyroyl wore fully 
A Chan it ig ab preſent.in the, hands of his Mae 
dus Miniſters, But what. has heen the lies 


of chat cantrqu which. the aft of 1773, af. 


|  forded.to Adminiſtration? The cry of abuſes in 
che Eaſt whigh bas been, fo. faintly, heard in 
the Court Room at the India Hoſe, bas died 


nete xeach St. James's; and Parlia- 


ment might till this moment. have remained in 


dhe datk yith-reſpeR. to--thole trat 
bad it r * 2 
tions of Comm 


8 ue allaving. cut; Minifar foula prove 


vatchful over our- affairs in India; do'the. 
ſuppoiters,of. this; Oy tem f reform. l if it can 
be called a reform); confideri, the danger of 


truſting ſuch controul in ih hands. of various 
ſucce five adminiſtrations, compoſed of. men 


differing. in politics, opinions-apd intereſts ? 


Whilſt they own. the: pe 


fluctuating intereſts in * will they | 

commit the Company's welfare'to the ſame 
r n. 

1 town? 


„ 53881 2 n 8 
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fo much dread), by placing 
the hands of the immediate ſervants of th : 
Crow Do they conſider the bad 0 LD 
metely' abridging the W. of the Propries 
tors, whilſt | thoſe” perſons” AMI retain” we 
power, and of courkh oy will; to thwar the 
meaſures of goverbment 2 Andlaftly (1 muſt ; 
repeat it) do the) conſider, that Whatever al. 
ter native they adopt, the Cox n an ee 6 
muſt ſil be infringed ?- + 1 * 
Cannot fatal experience 8 us the folly 
of kuf to temporizing expe dients? The 
lenient! hand of govetument, when it framed „ 
the regulating act, only lopt off the branches of 
corruption, when it ſhould have laid the axe "I 
to the root. That act certainly was/fan- 1 
tempt at ref rma ion, which however fair its 
proſpett ſeemed” to be in” ſpeculation, ex- ; 
perienee has proved to be wy Far ee tht 5 
end it propoſed to reach. . 
Perhaps the circumſtances of he tien ren- 3 
deredthe meaſures of that day, all that could 


be attempted. - Abuſes were not then ſo no: BY 
corious,” as the ſucceeding ten years have ren- 


rw. The Reports of the Committees 


"94 f | . On. 


Ces (FE Toe 
1 a M ARK ad independant 


Member of the W in oppoſition to this Ro, 
Bill; Has allowed: to contain 4 great and valu- 
3 Able information,“ were not then printed. . 
The regulation of India was a ground new to. 


| the ſootlieps of Parliament. It behoved 


to tread 'watily 1 and not to venture too far on | 


conjecture: and great credit is due to them 


for attempting at leaſt to effect a part, where 7 


; (he whole was not to be accompliſhed.”* 
"Blk I wut on fairly, that there 
to me to be a radical defect in Ne 


1773. It is, that reſponſibility and pover at | 


| not'plited in the buche band a 


1340 to fay the truth, it is ente af 
- tho Where reſponſibility 18 placed by that 
2 but we meet with the power of abuſe 


7 6 


4 Wiles: Firſt, it i remained with the Go- 


1 —.— General aud Council of Bengel; who, 
thoug h they were to be obedient to the or- 
ee * Cobrt of Direftors were do far "> 


10 4 


may ſuffice. Mr. Haſtings in a minute entered on the 


: * ſecret 3 of "I" November, 1779, 
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— In! ads to A the light 3 in «which the — 
5 - the Court of Directors are viewed by their ſervanta 
| abroad, one inſtance, ſelected from a great number 
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Gm) 
ant of BN be removeable-pnly 
vir the concurrence of che Crown. Decondly, 
Wich the. Court of ,DireRars, : whoſe, inatten- - 
82 of, their. duty which, relates/to.. 
invelt 
uniſhable by any clauſe in that Act. Thin 


it remained 1 with the Court of TY 


who. are left free: t9,counteraf. t the good in 
tentiops of the Court of Dire . When the 
latter arg in the, exerciſe of their, duty; and 
Fourthlv, there was. an opening, left fo his 
Maieſtys Miniſters and the Court pf e 
a ben, fand. the, md material 
advices. Put though. corruption chad; 
driyen from all theſe: irong holds: there 5 
 Temained an impenetrable retreat, for her * 


e pernicious, 2 of voting by, þ late 


framers of that LO . 1 


J cannot ee e on \ the 4-4 = 


bars e;crept e deen of oY . 
ok | pary's. 


5 lays, o with all the 1 and ſabaiios which: I owe | 

« and feel for the authority of the Court of Directors, 
«- 1 muſt declare, that I ſhall not yield even to that ab- 
"4 'hority in any inftance, in which it- ſhall require my 
* conceſſion rye rights which 8 hold under an AS of 
ye parliament.” 185 | 


ation of abuſes in India, is not 


= oy 


* 


© 23 » 
pays Ita in England, or We etapt Gy 
410 bei defects nature arifing From their 


5 prefenit” conſtitution; 


fre (land with Be imperkections thas exiſt- 
ing in the Company's vital part, no regula- 
_rieheah potty be lating ot effecthal in In- 


dia, k Hi iin et ew enter 


9 dw rätsel wad rt 


bin uo under eotfideration. It gives ners 5 


wualtetf : it gives energy to the ert iG vf G 


verninletit: it takes the oſtenſible and the feal 


mansgers öf the Company's affairs the Tame'; 


ud it Tender an invaluable ſervice to the 
cbüntfy, by deſtroying that ſecret influence 
which has ſo long been the bane of thé Eaſt In- 
dia Company. A ſett of men are choſen, in 
hot is velted All the alithority formerly exer= = 
cid by the Directors and Proprietors; They 
tre debarrgd from ſheltering their miſmanage· 
agg: obſturity of a bullet; and ure 
brought foriard'i#t6"gpen day, as anfwerable | 


ment 


for their actions, to the tribunal of the publie. 
Fb rel 


aue 14 "firtalyof 
opinion, that 'a thorough reform at home is 
Abſcluteh) and indiſpenfbiy neceſſary to pro- 
duce à veform abroad. Püre ſtreims cannot 
be er pected to flo % from a cbntatmindted 


vving any ol the * | 
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them thoſe ſervants are to look, as their only 


maſters, and their judges; and when they raiſe 


the ſword of juſtice againſt a' delinquent, the 


interpoſing hand of the Proprietary can no 


Jonger be found, to avert the impending blow, . 


I am aware that I ſhall perhaps be aſked, 
meter the appointment of ſeven Directors 
will aboliſh ſecret influence; and whether con- 
nections between thoſe perſons and Admini- 


ration, as well as with individuals in India, 


are not likely to exiſt? I ſhall perhaps alſo 


be aſked, whether theſe ſeven Directors are to 


be exempted from the prejudices, and from 
the connections, which I have attributed to the 


_ preſent Courts of Directors and Proprietors ? 


And perhaps my catechiſts may pride them 


ſelves much in their ingenuity, . whilſt, they 


fancy they t dum * a ee upon | 


| AY V ib 


1 reply, has the ks nf whale, diene 


include no more than the ſimple propoſition, 
that the ſeven Directors are men; and conſe- 


quently liable to the frailties of human nature. 5 


Having of courſe granted an affirmative 
to this propofition, let me proteſt againſt the 
inferences that may be attempted to be drawn 


from 


55 ments of thoſe men who are aceſtuomed 
to caſt. a general odium on all Mini- 
ſters; and to conſider every man wicked and, f 


893888 
7 * 173 * 
73 * 


4 7 * 


fo. it, "To fopgole that admiſſion 8 pub... 
lic truſt at once infects the perſon fo admitted, 
with A degree of corruption, which ought in 
fact to be his diſqualification, i is a conſideration 
too humiliating to human nature, to be, I hope. 
readily allowed. Without adverting- to an 


7 obvious reflection, not much to the advas 


of thoſe who form ſuch ſuppolitions, we. muſt 
_ either preſume public Anne to be à mete 
n E at all, it is of too de- 
licate a t texture 50. bear the weight and preſſure 8 


name; on that if it exiſt 


of an, office. to which Feet e 
are annexed... . 


SES 


I either of theſe e e were < admitted; . 
it would be in vain to, argue any longer on te- 
jon: all ſyſtems muſt be the ſame and 
change of meaſures out be n « 
 diverſifying;the garb of,iqiquity. .. 
Abſurd as it may ſeem thus to u he : 
jections, of which a; candid . mind would 
ſcarcely. credit. the. exiſtence; yet how, far. 
ſhort of them will be found the conclu- 


| every. ch: 


ſions to be drawn. from the wild argus 


_ who has the power of f being o 


— * 
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And yet however far this r may | 
- be carried, it will ever be found, that the 
levereſt cenſors of human nature, will at leaſt 
name ane as e to TOTS own $60 
bar — 5 
Freely gung to others whe ate 


katxiction of Lontemplating the deformities 
nan nature, I am content to believe 


af h 
mankind as honeſt as experience and obſerva- 
tion will allow me to Auppoſe them.—Small 
as my ſhare of experience may” be, it has 
however taught me, that” dependence i is the 
greateſt foe to honeſty. The man wo in a 
dependant ſtate might have virtue enough to 
riſe ſuperior to the common temptations in- 


cident to his ſituation, may ſtill be unable to 


ſtern the torrent of corruption, if it ruſſi upon 
him from thoſe upon whom he is dependant. 


He muſt they a Ns or KIN er the 
tear | ED 


1 guard 1 15 this evil, the Bill Blacks ö 


| every Director ſo high, that corruption can- - 


not- reach him, except he extend his hand 


to raiſe it. He is not obliged to bafter — 8 8 
pointments for votes in April; he is not de- 


pendant on a Governor General, whoſe over 
* Ger be bas 2 22 Directors in their 
8 ; "aw 


1 


M. 


ſeats, 2 at whale frown ha es may 3 
ble under bim. He may poſlibly be corrupt; 
but his being fo, en ariſe from natural en 


vity. 9 35 
The 7 SOLE Minifters x my: "a Cale over. 
" the Directors, muſt be merely accidental; and - 
 aribng from , perſonal friendſhips, as likely to 
 Fabſitt.; in any other ſyſtem as in this: but the 
ties of friendſhip between a Miniſter and a Di. 


rector, on the preſent plan, will be found. to at 


very differently from thoſe which may have ex- 


iſted between Proprietors. and Directors n 


the old conſlitution of the Company. The 

preſent Bill renders. the Directors as indepen- 7 
1 of the Miniſter, as: the Judges are of the 
Croyn. That Director muſt be a ſhallow po- 
litician indecd,. . who ſhould riſque every. conſe- 


quence of the high reſponbbility veſted in him. | 


to become the tool of a man, who by a change 


olf Adminiſtration, would not only loſe the powe 


er of protecting bim; but whoſe former con- 
| neftions with him, would. mark the delmquent, . ; 
as one of the firſt victims of the ſucceſsful party. 
From his Sovereign alone he is to expect eiter 
benen or een according to his me. 
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3 28 1 
S0 far the powers given to the Wen are 
to be juſtified: on general grounds; and ſo far the | 


| Houſe of Commons though them juſtifiable, | 


when they were approved by a majority of 11 1, 
before a ſingle name Was mentioned for the ex- 


erciſe of thoſe powers.” The Miniſter in that 
ſpirit of courage and independance which has. 
marked his conduct throughout the whole pro- 
greſs of the Bill, ſrorned to dreſs it with the 


: embelliſhments of any names, however great 
and reſpectable; ; but left it unadorned, to nog 


mand admiration by its natural ſymmetry. | 
The moment the names of the nhl 


Far! and of his repektable coadjutors were 


brought forward, a ſhield was formed for the 


Bill, had it been ever ſo vulnerable before. It 


is well known, that the leaders of the anti- 4 
miniſterial party vied with each other, in pay- [5 


ing that tribute to deſert, which c common can | 
dour could not refuſe. WF 


Having thus endeivouted” to reſcue b fea!” 
ding features of the Bill from the degree of re 
obloquy thrown on it; before T'quit my pen; : 
1 muſt beg leave to point out ſome other parts £ 


of the Bill to the obſervation of my readers ; 


and perhaps at the ſame time Oy x, pr 


* 
? 
* 


-4 cannot too often repeat my tribute of ads 


5 miration to the framers of this Bill, for the 5 


mortal wound it carries to ſecret influence. - 
The independant fituation wherein, it places the 
Directors; the prohibition | to. them and to the 
Propri ictors, from voting by ballot or in any, other. 


covert manner; the ſtrict. injunction to the Di- 


rectors to enter their reaſons of diſſent, in 
caſes where their opinions differ ; 3 as well as 
; the prohibition 1 to the. Directors and Affiſtant 
” Direftors from holding any place under the 


Crown, or any other under the Company, and 5 
from 1 88 in any way concerned in the Com- 5 


N 5 e Or. 8 are e 
1 OL ſo 


* 0 
; . 
z 


4 may not be a ot a ae the cnc ton made 


in- the Bill, 'by-which, in the election to Offices of perſons. | 


not having before been in the Company's ſervice, the Di- 
rectors are excuſed from entering, the reaſons for the vote 
they may give. In the appointment to offices. of perſons , 
- who have been before i in the ſervice, differences of opinion 


as to their merits may naturally be referred to facts ſtated 


on the Company 's records: but wien it is conſidered, - 


that the two grand objectious moſt likely to ariſe to a 


9 ſtranger, are blemiſhes in his character and defects in his 


5 abilities, it will ſurely be allowed, that beſides the nume- 
Tous bad conſequences which might ariſe from recording 


4 opinions, containing marked perſonal allnfions, it would 
- 5 a taſk © too 2 * * 
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fo evidently founded in wiſdom' and found po- 

icy, that it would be an infult to any man's 
underſtanding, to explain their utility. 
In order to prevent improper perſons becom- 


ing Directors or Affiſtant Directors, the Bill 5 


enacts, That no perſon charged with © pecula- 
tion or oppreſſion i in India,” within two years | 
before his nomination, ſhall be eligible for either 
2 till the Den ſhall have on” ch 8 
at; in date to give time for the production 
and examination of ſuch charge, the perſon 
accuſed muſt have reſided in Great Britain two 
years from his return 1 . r to 
his election. 
For preventing any colluſion between the Di- 
reftors and the Company's ſervants, it is enact- 7 
ed, That, whenever any charge of corrup- 
tion, peculation, o oppreſſion, extortion, re. 
« ceipt of preſents, uſury, breach of orders, 
or other grievous offence” made in India, 
ſhall be tranſmitted hawe; 3 the Directors ſhall 
within twenty days, after receipt thereof, exa- 


mine into ſuch charge: and if they ſhall not - 


** think proper either to recall or order a proſe- 
© cution againſt the perſon ſo charged, each 
Directors reaſons for the ſame muſt be recorded. 


1 * 


i And no * thus charged, are to o be permitted 


toreturn to India, till the ſame ſhall have been in- 
veſtigated, and the reaſons for permitting their 
return ſhall have been recorded. 


80 attentive is the bill to retrieve the e 5 


5 ter of the national faith in India; that a aue 
is inſerted, ſtrictly enjoining the Directors to 
: redreſs any breach of treaty. e or O_o; +4 
5 any native Prince. wy 

Struck with the glaring . ol 3 

| Courts of Directors, in ſacrificing the Com- 

 pany's intereſts by delay, in giving directions 


on material points, the authors of the bill have 
obliged the Directors, within three months after 


weir receiving advice of any diſputes between 


5 muſt return ſuch anſwer within three months 
| after receiving the requiſition for the ſame. _ 


The choice of the Aſſiſtant Directors from | 
among thoſe perſons who have been in the Di- 
reQion, and conſequently the men of the Com- 


pany's choice, clearly ſhews the wiſh of Govern- 
ment, to leave as much in the Company's hands 


| as could be W * with * | Though 


* 


. 
3 


the principal ſervants abroad, to decide thereon, 
or to enter their reaſons for not doing ſo. —And 
in all caſes, where the Governments abroad re- 
quire anſwers from the Directors, the latter 


(52 9) 3 
the perſons. thus choſen are Fe een | 50 
though the choice of their ſucceſſors 1 is left to 


the Proprietary: at large; it would have been 
very unwiſe in Government, to have entruſled 3 


that body the nomination of the firſt ſett of Af. 


hſtant Directors. 86 high as party has run in 
the "Gener.1 Court, nothing would have been ; 
more likely, than that the Champions of F action 5 


2 would have been fixed upon to form the liſt. 


The bad elfecks of ſuch; a meaſure need not be 


infifted upon: but it is to be Hoped, a little 
time wilt remobe the prejudices « of the Proprie- 


tors; and that as vacancies fall they will ſhew that 
Government are not deceived i in the 2 85 5 


tions formed of their future moderation ane 
vi | ER £16 PIGS bo; 11 1 My 
good ſenſe. | 1 5 


FE: FT 


Ihe Bill directs proper e to be gi- 
ven to the Proprietors of the State of their con- 
cerns; and a ſtate of the Company's affairs i in C 


India, together with a ſtate of the trade, i is to 
be tranſmitted by the Directors to the Lords 
of the Treaſury, and by them laid before both 
Houſes of Parliament, at the beginning « of « A, 
| ſeffion. By this means the real ſlate of the Com- 


pany muſt be univerſally known and under - 
ſtood; and in caſe the Proprietors ſhould be 


at any time diflatisfied with the Adminiſtration | 5 : 
VVV 


% 


J . 


f ' 


through their immediate repreſ | 
| fiſtant Director 
Though in all other caſes, three of the ſeven Di- 
ret̃ttors are a quorum, yet in the caſe'of the re- 
: moval of an Aſſiſtant Director, - five of the ſeven 


Can 


| e weir affrs, to whatever 25 er they my 


its, they 


to addreſs their 


wil thers fit judges well informed, abt em! 
: ; potent to decide. a Ke 9964, 03: et 57 1.02, 


The attention en to the Stock- holders, 
atives the Aſ- 
rs, is alſo worthy of remark. 


Ms ( upon enquity and after examina- 


g tion?) muſt concur ; ; * entering in their jour | 


nals} their reaſons reſpectively, for removing 


or diſplacing ſuch Aſſiſtant L _— figned 
« with their reſpeckive names.. ebe 


Nor muſt it be forgotten, in jollice to the 


Bill, that i in order” to prevent the inconvenien · 


Cles, which in the preſent ſyſtem have ariſen, 
from D DireQors refuſing to ſign letters to India; 


from which it has happened, that impropet 


ſpeculations Have been formed in India. upon 
the number and names of the perſons wh have 
ſigned them; it is wiſely enacted, that all the 


correſpondence of the Directors ſhall be ſigned 


by the Secretary, i by order of the Board.” 


It is wonderful, that men of underſtanding* 


| 3 9 0 9 and pretend 


n = * - 
- — — — " —— I ans 1 2K 


"4 34 * | 
. at ene le h transfers dhe Com: : 
pany's ꝓrqperty to the Board of ſeven. Direct, 
tors ʒ when it, exprelsly, lays, that the transfer is. 
to be made to them * in truſt fox, and for the 
benefit ol the Propxietars, and to haye, held, 


. and: poſſeſß the ſame, infliꝭe manner as they, 


*; were, held by the DixeQors, herehy diſcon- 


© dinued It would: be. injucing. this plain 
and evident refutation of ſuch, objeRtions, 4 
| offer a ſingle comment. upon it. 40 40 lavom | 
Having thus, in the. firſt place,cxamined;,and; 
I chin refuted, the chief. argaments which, . 
Hare. heard urged againſt the principle of tho. 
Bin; and afterwards haying ſtated ſhonly 
what appears to me tobe an gbvious, ag well 
as a full defence of the moſt material clayſes 
contained in it; 1 will intrude. no, further on 
the patience of my Readers, than juſt to.obſerye. 
on two or three points which 1 could not natice | ed 
before, .conſiſtently with the plag . N pre- 
feribed to myſelf in this invelligation., sn. 
Ichave heard cavillers ſay much againſ},the ? 
Bill, on an objeQion. which perhaps; on 
not have occurred to them, but for. a part f 
the Honourable Secretary's! ſpeech, in Which. ke 
deſlly ſtiles his Bill an; Experiment, What 
are . wiſeſt plans of n ingen, Pru- 


cence 


| Notoriety of 'public-abuſes!” Expi 


( 


a Aus and bra very but Erperiments B- WII 
but goſutg back ib remote antiquity for inſtauces;, 
let me aſſ them what was the glorious aſſocia- 

tion of Barons, who extörted Negus Cd 

from a tyratt? 'and the no leſs memorable en- 
deavdùrs which ſuececded in preduciüg the Re- 

lation, but Experiments? Experiments grow- 

ing like the "preſent, out of the magnitude and 

zeriments which! 

 wotirided but to heal and after! a temporary 

_ c6tivulfion; >ſmosthe mats Sedna mage 
| ptoſperity hn le bag subito un 
Among thoſe! ho join Bully in the cry 

nit the Miniſter; who'has brought forward 
te Bill; are ſome perfotis; of hom it mey be 

_ fairly ſuppoſed; that although eee | 
bees perhaßs entirely) beyond their within” 

| commeneing Proprietors, à juſtifiable attention 

tb their pecuniary intereſts, by veſting their 
money in hat they deemed the moſt profitable} 

funds, has been their primary objet The 

depretiation of the value of Stock is by them 
imputed as us a” crime to the Miniſter; az/if 
huis #/6 dirit were to be tlie barometer by which” 

0 the price ofi!Stockiniuſt inevitably riſe or fall. 
I dani only appeal to the experienes of e 
one who reads this, whether the people f-, 
Bin. 8 2 F 2 £4 England 
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Affairs; and ſoon afterwards a. ſec 


| the Mini 


56) 
 Fogland are in general doo opt to believe n 


niſter on his bare aſſertion.— But allowing for 
a. moment, that my countrymen had been ſo 
unuſually complaiſant, as to take Mr. Fox's; 
word for all he ſaid upon the firſt introduction 5 
of the bufineſs to Parliament ; this could only. 
affect the value of the Stock till his aſſertions, | 
ſhould be dilproved. Thoſe. aſſertions were al- 


moſt immediately contradictetl by the Com- 
Pany, WO publi ned 


with explanatious and elucidations. Thus is 


the matter in diſpute brought to a fair Ws % | 
where, truth muſt prevail: and e 
common ſenſe, who 5 
of it. The reaſons on both 
ſubmitted to the public, and 


competent to ju 
ſides being thu 
the inveſtigation df their truth or falſhood, be- 


coming ſo much the intereſt of monied men in 


general; it is fair to conclude, that the public 


opinion determines the real wales of Stock, _— | 


fixing its actual pricſſe. 
. Of what then do the a 1 in 


obſtinately perſiſt, to believe him, in ſpite of 

printed ſtatements, explanations, and elucida- 

* _ muſt * 4 of that public; 
: : _— 


42 Statement of — , 


— 
4 err 


r's. artthmetic 7— If the public will 


=, 


* 


Ts £2 


| ns exclaim i in the language of: Dr. Katterfelto, | 
That there are thouſands of perſons in this 
8 « Metropolis, who live in utter darkneſs; and, 
That none are i W e WAS: won't 
SOS | 
„Put if bels a are thi HG cons 2 
— of the infallibility of their own calcula- 
ions ; and that ſtock is lowered confiderably 
3 its real value; why do they not take an 
obvious method of reſtoring it to its proper rate, 

by purchaſing additional ſhares. in the ſtock, 
and thus retrieve the Company $ credit, convict 

tbe Miniſter of à falſe ſtatement, and at the 


ſame time conclude a fair and profitable bar 


gain for themſelves? — Alas! there is not a 
ſtockholder to be found, poſſeſſed of ſo much | 
love for the Company, ſo much regard for his . 
oon advantage, or ſo much confidence in his 4 
on calculations, as to . a lingle e 
on the occaſion. - | es... 
It muſt be nonkeed; that one dens is the 7 
caſe of many individuals among the Proprietary 2 
_ (foreigners; particularly) who have bought ſock _ 
on'a ſpeculation, of profit; and who, are guilt- 
| leſs of any ſhare in the malverſation attributed 5 
to the Company: but pitiable as their fituation 
may be, it is unfortunately one of thoſe inſtances 
%%% 8 3 1 © 
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11 nn it 


is anſwerable. 


are to be commiſerated, how much more to be 


| lamented i is the fate of the widow and the or- 
Phan; ; who without'the poſhbility of avoiding 


it, the heirs to misfortune; and who 


ſce their heritage "injured by thoſe who ſhould | 


be its guardians) "Againſt whom" ſhould their 
ery aſcend ? If this Bill be'a ſtretch\of power, 


zoffible o pion the inne 
dent Bat We ab of the guilty.—They have 
100 haſtily engaged in trade, with "panners't for 
Whoſe faults their propert 
But if perſons of this deſcription, Who at 
leaf muſt blame their own want of cautidn, 


* 


are they not to complain of "thoſe Proprietors | 


who connivetl at abuſes (univerſally acknow- 
ledged) which have brought them within its 
feach'? If, on the other hand, it be a meaſure 
of rieceſſity, bow aggravated! muſt be their 
wrongs,” from'thoſe, who after their miſmanage- 
ment has produced that neceſſity, would ftilb 
5 perſevere i in the ſame ruinous * and ſhut 


(Ir OfT to their own falvation'!' (7 
We have heard the Bill eompeven w to the 


Tower bf Babel. E truſt; chat unlite the Babel 
bf old, ours will be à monument of glory to 
its totes which will indeed reach to the ſkies. 

1. muſt however be „ that ſhould 


its 


„ OY 
its progreſs, like the former edifice of that 


#7 


vame, Baye been flopt, it would have been 
from the kin cute. the contuſion of tongues + 
but the pogey pnd contragitory arguments.gnd, 
Intereſts of its enemies, prove, that the confuſion | 
of tongues prevailed among: Ph eaten anſtead 5 
of its builders. adi v ae ine e 


beligve it was, rather unexpetted, that the 


” Bible þ ſhould be the repobtory whence t. the opt ; 


Ponents of this Bill ſhould procure their amn 


pious ſeſſior of Farſiament, we haye been edi: 


fied in St. Stephen 8 Chapel with ſermons almol} | 


5 every: afternoon, | og get. vt; 8 


_; Perhaps indeed ya Vo: but, the er org of 
: Holy: Wik. could haye created, brotherly love, | 


+54 &© 5% 


| dant member of t the anti-miniſterial party. But g 
why Shakeſpeare s Merchant of Venice ſhould | 


i claim ſo much of their attention ; and why y next 
to the Apoſtles and Prophets, Shy lock worde 


conſtantiy be their greateſt fayourite, remains 


to be explained , Yet o it is: Oppoſition's 
red jacket (if L may be fargiven the 


. pun) bas | been patched 1 with ſhreds of Scrip+ 
Ws god ſer aps of Plays... þ At one moment, the 
dw FJ glowing 


* 5 


nition. But texts of Scripture have Seen, 1 
bandied d about { fo plentifully, that during this 35 
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phone” 


. — 


cution. 


1 


Dow itig canyas of oppoſition; has ee 8 
India imploritig immedial? and effectual ſuccour | 
from Great Britain. No emollients, no balf | 
meaſures, has been luppoſed to be her cry. 
The next moment "ſhe! is 'repreſented, though 


dying yet begging for delay in the hand Which 
is to adminiſter help. . Now the Crown, is pre- 
fented to view,” riſing in ' meridian ſplendor, 
dazzling and confounding every eye that dates 
to look towards it: but the prompter” whiſtles, 
the ſcene thifts, and in the twinkling of an eye 
you behold a picture of that Crown tarniſhed 


and diſhonoured, hs under the feet of the 


l 


Minitter- #4. 4 * 22 44 K 
It may naturally be expetied" Tous ad- 


| vert to the propo al Which has been agitated 
for giving up the Company” s charter: but I ſhall 


content myſelf with ſaying vety little on the 
fubject; as I am perſuaded in my own mind, 
the meaſure will never "0: 1 into exe · 
We are told the enen of couneil are to 
be taken upon it. However high the reſpect : 


L entertain for the gentlemen of the robe, we 


know, that independant of that unfortunate - 
diſagreement which often happens between 
them on the fame caſe, their opinions, even 


cas 


ben uns nimue, are not alarays: to be im- 
plicitly relied on; becauſe ſo. much depends 
on the manner of ſtating the caſe on which 
_ thoſe opinions may. be obtained: However the 
| eaſe, in queſtion. may be ſlated, I am not com- 
pPetent to give a, legal. opiuion on it; but it 
appears to me to be a matter, in a g ag 
of which, common ſenſe will go very far. 
In the firſt. place, were every individual: 
2» Stockholder | to join in the intention of ſur- | 
rendering the charter, the Company's debts ; 
: muſt. all: be, paid before, that ſurrender could 
be accepted. How far that may be feaſible, let 
the framers of the propoſition conſide.. 30 
Then, does it appear equitable or proper, 
: that, a majority of. perſons, engaged in one part- 
nerſhip in av excluſive. trade, ſhouid: deprive - 
the others of their right to that excluſive trade, 
for which a valuable conſideration Has been 
i paid, becauſe they (the majority) happen to diſs . 
| approve. of the mode in which their INE 
= to be: managed? aloe an 83 Th * 
The abſent, Proprietor is 61 be 
6 © ſeem. to me to be without: foundation : I. am 
« content. to ſubmit to the propoſed change os. 
1 ſyſtem. If you do. not approve- it, ſell your © / 
« ſtock : but do not deny me the right of ſharing  - | 
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* in the advantages ok. a chartered and excluſive 


trade, for which : ave 1 a n conli- 
„ deration.“ | 


But if it 8 unjuſt; wad improper, that a ma» 


| Jority ſhould thus give up the right of others: 
what can be ſaid for a minority, who pretend to 


diſpoſe of the property of the majority? The 


fact is notorious, that the perſons who are now 
in England, and eligible to vote on the fur- 


render of the Charter, form but a very ſmall | 
minority of the Proptictary at large, both 1 


ee and in the amount of their ſtock. 
Let us for moment conſider the conduct of. 5 
a this minority. Whilſt they are complaining of 


being puniſhed without a delinquency flated ; 5 
whilſt they are rouſing the City of London, and 
adjuring every corporate body in the kingdom 5 


to ſupport them againſt a ſuperior power in 


their rights under a Charter, to which the 
ſtrongeſt neceſſity is oppoſed ; at the ſame mo- 
ment are theſe men (an inferior power) propol. | 
ing to' deprive the majority of their fellow- 
proprietors of rights held under that *very 


Charter; thus puniſhing them without am d-. 


linguency ſtated, and for the ene of > 
which rights, no'necekty' can be pretended.” 
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Would not a POR LIME eltatar be rnd IF 


5 ed to ſay, © this idea of ſurrendering a Charter 
after which theſe men are going mad, can only 4 


6 have. been engendered in the heat and tu⸗ 


« mult of party contention ? The ſenſe of i imagi- ; 


©* nary wrongs has rendered them blind to the 


* folly, the injuſtice, _ the ee of 


their own conduct. | 
For my own part, 4 muſt repeat, that + ; 


cConceive the meaſure to be too wild and ro- 
mantic to bear the cooler inveſtigation of the | 


next General Court. At leaſt, I ſincerely wich 5 


that meeting may have temper enough to give 
EY WN and impartial examination: and | 
il fo, I do not fear for the event. 5 


have ever been attached to the Eaft-India | 


Company; ; and I think I am evincing my 
regard for them, by thus offering my fen-_ | 
| timents in favour of the preſent Bill, and 
my warmeſt wiſhes for the ſucceſs of a meaſure 
worthy of the vigorous and comprehenfive : 


mind of its Projector; under the protection of 


which, I dare hope the Eaſt-India Company 


| will reſume her former luſtre, and become, 


* 


what ſhe has been ſo juſtly and emphatically - 
| * che l * in the Ariz Crow: > IS 
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Books Printed for J. DEBR BT 5. 


8 , Dax 14 Pub hed, Price 7: 8. ” 1 


Bange irſt Number of the prefent Selion( 1 


*. 


[Containing the Debates on bis Majeſty's Speech, and the 


Addreſſes; upon the Eaſt India Refor b Pille, and the 
State of the Faſt India Ne 8 Arai; upon the Al- 
terations of the Receipt Tax;*upon Smuggling; the nuam- 
ber of Seamen ; the Caſe of Mr. 5 X79 c. &c. par- 
ticularly fully, and accurately related] of 
HE PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, Number 
LXXXI. from the laſt General Election; and Num- 


ber . of the preſent Seſſion. In this Work every intereſt- 


ing Paper, laid before either Houſe of Parliament, has been 
3 inſerted. Theſe Papers, beſides containing much 
tant and authentic 3 are extremely necef= 
fig” to the underſtanding of the Debates, and they are no 
where elſe to be mer 282 The Debates are given with the 


utmoſt attention 10 fidelity and accuraty, They are com- 


ared and collated with the notes of ſeveral reſpectable per: _ 
bond, in both Houſes, The Editors have long been honour- 


ed with peculiar. marks of confidence: and ner: and the 
work has, from the year 1774 to, the preſent time, been 5 


ceived by the public in à manner the 'moſt favoarkble a 
diltinguifhed, '' The Editors, therefore, take this opportu- 
hity to aſſure all their friends, and the public in general, 
that no afliduity or exertion” ſhall be wanting to deſerve a 
continuation. of their aſſiſtance and [encouragement ;| which 
will e be var attended os and _ N . 


Of x we may. 8 GY 1 : 8 A by 
The PARLIAMENTARY, REGISTER & \chy 10 


Parliament, from the General Election in 1774 to the Diſ- 


ſolution in TON in Seventeen Volumes, price ſix Ones? 


The firſt and ſecond Seitn of the preſent Parliament; in . 
Eight Volumes, grew three nn. N 


The third (or laſt). Seflion'of the peeſent Partido: 10 


three Volumes, price 31. 45. All half - bound and lettered. 


+4+ Thoſe Gentlemen who want any particular Num- 
bers to compleat their Sets, are earneſtly deſired to order 


them as Tpeedily as poſſible. EY 


